BERCHTOLD'S EFFORTS TO CONVERT TISZA      225
Joseph of Berchtold's reckless plans and warned him against
them.56
After Tisza had returned to Budapest, Berchtold added
the postscript to the memorandum for Berlin, denouncing
Serbia, and drew up the royal missive from Francis Joseph
to Emperor William which, like the memorandum, set forth
Tisza's peace program, but which also at its close hinted
at more vigorous action against Serbia: peace "will only
be possible when Serbia . . . is eliminated as a political
factor in the Balkans. After the last frightful events in
Bosnia, you too will be convinced that a friendly settlement
of the antagonism which divides Austria from Serbia is no
longer to be thought of, and that the peace policy of all
European monarchs is threatened so long as this source of
criminal agitation in Belgrade lives on unpunished."fi7
Berchtold could not properly or constitutionally send
such an important message on foreign policy, suggesting,
as it did, a modification of what had already been agreed
upon, without informing the Hungarian Premier. He there-
fore sent a copy to Tisza; but Tisza, on reading it, was not
at all pleased with it. He feared it would make Berlin "shy
off" from approving the peaceful diplomatic program. He
suspected the truth, that Berchtold was scheming to get the
backing of Germany for military action against Serbia
rather than for the agreed-upon tepolitique de longue main.''
He therefore telegraphed at once to Berchtold urging the
omission of the words printed in italics above.58 But at the
very moment he was sending this telegram, Szogyeny was
already putting the unmodified text of the letter into
Emperor William's hands at Potsdam. Berchtold had sent
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